Herpetic whitlow as a harbinger of pediatric HIV-1 infection.
Herpetic whitlow applies to a primary or recurrent herpes simplex infection of the fingers. It is a rare condition in immunocompetent patients, and usually has a rapid evolution and prompt response to treatment. We report a 10-year-old girl referred to our department of infectious diseases with recurrent and unresponsive ulcerated and necrotic lesions of the fingers of both hands as a first sign of human immunodeficiency virus infection. Numerous instances of extensive or recurrent herpes lesions of the mouth, lips, and perianal areas have been found in the literature, but we have not found any report of periungual infection as a first manifestation of human immunodeficiency virus infection. Pediatricians and dermatologists need to be aware of this association in order to make an early diagnosis and start treatment of these patients' disease.